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Some crew members on the first flight of EL AL, Israeli National Aviation
Company, that brought Chaim Weizmann from Geneva to Israel, to be

sworn in as Israel's first President. (State of Israel Ministry of Defense Archives)
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Golda Meir, an Israeli government Minister at the time and later
Prime Minister, arrives in New York after flying on an EL AL

Constellation aircraft, mid 1950's.



Abba Eban arrives at Idlewild Airport (now JFK) Airport on EL AL in the
mid-1950s while serving as Israelʼs Ambassador to the United States

and the United Nations.
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David Ben Gurion, former Prime Minister of Israel and one of EL ALʼs
most frequent travelers, gives an interview in New York

following one of his many trips on EL AL, 1960.
Ben Gurion Airport (formerly ʻLyddaʼ or ʻLodʼ) is named in his memory.



1960



Poster featuring EL AL flight attendant Zahava Shilon in her bright
new uniform depicting Israeli warmth, optimism and the airlineʼs motto,
ʻBig enough to serve—small enough to care.ʼ Late 1960s, early 1970s.
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EL AL Captain Amitai Levin and two flight attendants in 1984
wearing the new uniforms introduced at that time.



Ar
riv

al
in

Isr
ae

lo
fJ

ew
ish

im
m

ig
ra

nt
sf

ro
m

th
eS

ov
iet

Un
io

n
on

th
ef

irs
tE

LA
L

ch
ar

te
rf

lig
ht

fro
m

Mo
sc

ow
as

pa
rt

of
Op

er
at

io
n

Ex
od

us
,J

an
ua

ry
1,

19
90

.
Th

es
ig

n
(in

Cu
ril

lic
)w

elc
om

es
th

en
ew

ar
riv

als
.

EL
AL

ca
rri

ed
al

ar
ge

nu
m

be
ro

ft
he

86
0,0

00
im

m
ig

ra
nt

st
o

Isr
ae

lf
ro

m
th

ef
or

m
er

So
vie

tU
ni

on
du

rin
g

th
e1

99
0s

.



…
Bo

ar
di

ng
an

EL
AL

74
7a

irc
rft

in
Ad

di
sA

ba
ba

,E
th

io
pi

ad
ur

in
g

th
eO

pe
ra

tio
n

So
lo

m
on

air
lif

t
on

Ma
y2

4,
19

91
in

wh
ich

14
,00

0E
th

io
pi

an
Je

ws
we

re
re

sc
ue

d
an

d
br

ou
gh

tt
o

Isr
ae

l.T
he

air
cr

af
t

sh
ow

n
ca

rri
ed

1,0
87

pe
rs

on
s,

an
all

-ti
m

er
ec

or
d

fo
rt

he
m

os
tp

as
se

ng
er

so
n

an
yp

lan
e.



Following the appointment of EL AL as ʻThe Official Airline to the Holylandʼ
by the Vatican Committee Assisting Pilgrims to Israel in the year 2000,

Pope John Paul II visited Israel during March of 2000.
The Pope returned from Tel Aviv to Rome on flight LY2000

aboard an EL AL 747-400 named: ʻCity of Jerusalem.ʼ
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Bringing people home for 60 years.
EL AL began as a dream — that the new nation of Israel should have an airline to bring its 
people home. For 60 years, through triumphs and difficult times, EL AL has had the honor of 
being a dream realized. As the national airline of Israel, we have undertaken some of the most 
dramatic humanitarian missions in history, reunited countless families and introduced millions of 
visitors and immigrants to the beloved land we call Israel.

Today, we are on the cutting edge of innovation and a world leader in air travel. After 60 years, our 
proudest achievement isn’t bringing travelers home. It’s bringing home to our travelers wherever we may 
find them. To start your journey, call your travel agent, visit www.elal.com or call 800-223-6700.

THE MOST NONSTOP FLIGHTS TO TEL AVIV FROM NEW YORK 
(JFK/NEWARK) AND THE ONLY NONSTOPS FROM LOS ANGELES 
AND MIAMI, IN ADDITION TO NONSTOP FLIGHTS FROM TORONTO

www.elal.com
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